[Date]

[NAME]
Director, Government Relations
[COMPANY]
[City, State & Zip]

Dear [X]

On behalf of [Company]’s pathology and clinical laboratory staff, I am writing to urge [Company] to support the Reforming and Enhancing Sustainable Updates to Laboratory Testing Services (RESULTS) Act (H.R. 5269/S. 2761) and to work with Congress to enact this important legislation by the end of the year.  Given that 99 percent of physicians believe laboratory testing is integral to patient care and that laboratory data helps streamline the use of scarce healthcare resources, this legislation is critical to the ability of laboratories to serve the needs of patients and their care team.

When Congress enacted the Protecting Access to Medicare Act (PAMA) in 2016, it tasked the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) with creating a new payment schedule based on market rates for laboratory services. Unfortunately, the Agency’s flawed implementation of the new law resulted in sub-market rates.  In total, PAMA cut laboratory payments by more than $4 billion since 2018—significantly more than expected. In response, insurers lowered their rates, triggering even more cuts in payment 

Due to the significant impact these cuts had on laboratory operations across the United States, Congress has regularly blocked CMS from imposing additional cuts and from initiating a second round of expensive, burdensome data reporting requirements.[footnoteRef:1]  But Congress has not blocked the agency from imposing new cuts for 2026, and so CMS is planning on imposing cuts of up to 15 percent for more than 800 laboratory services as well as imposing new data reporting requirements.   [1:  PAMA requires applicable clinical laboratories to report data on the payment rates and associated test volume for each private payer from which it receives payment.] 


To protect patients’ access to laboratory services, several members of Congress have introduced the RESULTS Act.  The RESULTS Act would block payment rate cuts until CMS can create a new fee schedule in 2029 using data from a private third-party claims data collection entity.  The measure would also limit any cuts (per test) to 5 percent per test (currently 15 percent). This legislation is supported by more than 30 organizations representing clinical laboratories, pathologists, and laboratory professionals that perform these services.

In concert with laboratory directors, pathologists, and laboratory professionals throughout the US, we are urging our employers to help enact the RESULTS this year.  I ask that [Company] urge Congress to pass this legislation as soon as possible.  More information about this campaign is available here. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important legislation.

Sincerely,

